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people sneered when

ENVIOUS Slrathford (J ivy passed
service examinations

with hlfih honors ti iil said lliat
it was duo to his hring a cousin of the

lmfce of Kast minster. "There was an
lota of truth In the sneer, as there is in
most sneers. The distinguished rela-

tive had aided Percy by the coulidcntial
hint that the Chinese examination was
tin? easiest of nil and that tin chief ex-

aminer was deaf anil egotistic. The.
Hludent tool; advantage of the hint and,
being ambitious and persevering, had
no trouble with the department of red
tape. Shortly lifter the announcement
came his appointment as student in-

terpreter to the Tientsin consulate.
Here he arrived in due season and

his olllcial work. This for tin lirst
two years consisted in mastering the
mandarin or ollicial language. Percy
engaged an old Chinese gentleman in
reduced circumstances and made the
slow progress which murks instruction
under such auspices.

lie accordingly had recourse to the
method employed by student inter-
preters from time immemorial in the
far east and bought n "living diction-
ary" that, is, lie purchased from her
grateful parents a Chinese wife. Ni
1 1 ii. the lady in (iiestion, was a girl of
eighteen, well built, and strong, as are
most of the women of Shanglung. Plain
from a Chinese point, of view, she was
attractive and even handsome to a Eu-

ropean eye. Her family belonged totho
poor middle class, so lhat. alio had had
the advantage of highly inlucated sur-

roundings, if not of a high education
herself. She was bright, lively and af-

fectionate.
Percy hired n Chinese house and lived

the life of a native scholar. His prog-

ress was rapid. In three months he had
n good colloipiial knowledge of the
mandarin. At the end of two years ho
spoke, read and wrote It as fluently as
Professor Ciilos, the eminent authority.
In the examination which tlien occur-

red he received high praise from (lie
Judges, upon whose report lie was pro
moted from student interpreter to vico
consul and was assigned to the city
and district of Che Poo.

In tin latter city he tool; a pretty
house, installed his Chinese wife and
lived the happy-go-luck- y life of the far
east. Pive years passed uneventfully.
Twice NI llu presented him with a
pretty babe which Inherited' his red
blond hair and gray eyes and the moth-

er's Mongolian cheek bones. As she
was a devoted mother and they admira-
ble Infants, their presence did not dis-

turb him in the least. On the contrary,
he grew ipiite fond of them. They
were his children by Chinese law. Just
as Ni llu was his wife, hut by F.nglish
law neither they nor she bore any re-

lation lo him except a meretricious one.
Percy did his best to advance himself

nt Che Foo. His superior; Jlie consul,
had grown gray in (lie service and did
Just, as little work as possible. lie was
therefore delighted lo have the vice
consul perform the duties of the ollieo.
Py degrees the younger man exercised
more anil more of the consular func-

tions until he was practically consul in
ail lint name. The reports and dis-

patches were such models as to attract
the attention and win the praise of till!

ipsiiilii

1'POX OltKY KEVOTjVKH THK TASK OP
HKK.

Canyon City New
legation at Peking and then of the for-
eign otlice in 1 (owning street. At lirst
the credit went to the consul, who
seemed to have blossomed out into a
second youth. Then as the truth crept
out It went in full measure to Grey.

At the end of the live years several
events occurred. Percy received a
leave of absence for a year, witli per-
mission to visit England. AVitli the
leave came the notice that on account
of his meritorious services he had been
promoted to consul. At the same time
came the visit of Miss Trevelyan.

This young lady was tall, handsome
and n presumptive heiress. She was
connected with a dozen great families

and was a cousin of the I'.ritish ambas-
sador at Peking. She had made u visit
upon the latter and was now leisurely
Journeying along the China coast cu
route to India and thence to London.
Letters from the embassy had preced-
ed her on her route, so that at every
port she had a triumphal welcome.
She had !oen tried by the dirt and
noise of Peking and Tientsin and
found Che Poo a veritable paradise, as
in fact it is. The best rooms in the con-Kiila-

were set aside for her, and upon
Grey devolved the work of entertain-
ing her. How well lie performed the du-
ty was the talk of Che Foo for a year.
Muring her stay her boudoir, the saloon
and dining room were lloral bowers.
I lances, boat parties, regattas, dragon
boat races, tennis, golf, sedan clinlr
excursions, amateur dramatics and

followed one another swiftly.
The heiress became attached to the

young consul, and he in turn saw in
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her n superb stepping stone in bis
diplomatic career. When the day of
her departure arrived the two were
engaged, and Grey had promised to
follow and overtake her by the time
she reached Singapore.

The news spread abroad, and Grey
was overwhelmed with congratulations.
When ho returned lo the consulate
after seeing the steamer depart which
bore away Miss Trevelyan he sank in n

chair and was lost In a day dream, lie
saw himself married and a happy fa-

ther; he saw the aged cousin die In

whom the Trevelyan estates and the
baronetcy of I)orset rested and the
fortune and title pass to his infant son;
he saw himself secretary of legation
and then ambassador at Versailles or
St. Petersburg.

The lirst thing was to clear off all bis
business and send Ni llu to her fa-

ther's with a handsome settlement, as
Is the custom of the far east. This he
did with great alacrity. Though cold
mid calculating. Grey was not at all
mean. He settled on Ni Hu ."t)0, which
made her independent for life and
which was twice the amount usually
given in such cases. He also arranged
for the education of the two boys. Ni

llu received the news with singular
raininess. Grey had expected and was
prepared for a frenzied outbreak, hut
none came. Despite the seven years
of companionship the man had been
too much engrossed in himself to be-

come acquainted with her real nature.
The days passed rapidly, and soon

Grey was steaming southward on a red
funnel boat to overtake Miss Trevel-
yan. NT Hu went to her parents' homo,
where her wealth made her now a con-

spicuous figure. Ill fortune seemed to
have marked her for its own. She was
robbed. ' A branch of the How Qu
hank, where most of her money was
lodged, failed irretrievably, and the
banker hanged- - himself in orthodox
Mongolian style. She wrote several
times to Grey, but the letters never
reached him. Then she drifted away
from Tientsin and was given up for
dead.

Grey overtook his fiancee at Singn-Kir- o

and, with her and her parly, in tide
the retit of the Journey to London.
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C Star Windmills, Pipe, Casing and Cylinders, Barb Wire and Nails, d
In fact everything that is kept in a first-clas- s hardware store.
Best line Glueensware and Glassware ever brougt to Canyon.
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Our stock is complete and we can supply wants at a saving to you. Call for what you want in
this line--w- e it. We can't enumerate the whole line, but suffice to say we are setting the pace
for the great Plains country, especially in Price and Quality. What you need to do is to come into

molestation

our place and let us convince you.

hailstorms.

is the for you to think about putting home in order for the spring summer. If
house is not fitted screen doors windows, you are not in a position to enjoy the balmy1t breezes, free from the

The time for farming is handlet machinery
g pleasure to work. We will take pleasure in showing you our stock.

tL&LD STRINGFELLOW-HUM- E HDW. CO.

Two month nftorwfird they were
mnnn'ii, Mini me society journals gave
a column to the affair. The honeymoon
was spent on the continent and Christ-
mas and New Year's on the Nile. Then
they traveled leisurely to the far east.
At Hongkong Grey received notice that
ho had been assigned to C'hinklang, on
the Yangtse river, and thither the cou-
ple repaired. A year after ther arrival
Mrs. Grey became the mother of what
the port doctor was pleased to call "the
best I'.ritish babe ever born on the
great river." Chinklang Is full of fever
and malaria. These had no Inliucnce
on the oabo, which thrived Irnni the
lirst, but they played havoc with the
mother and the Knglish nursemaid.
The latter fell so sick that she had lo
be sent home. She was replaced by a
poor native woman. Ah Tal, who was
employed by a missionary not far from
the consulate.

The new nurse was not very attrac
tive. Her face was prematurely old
and marred by a recent attack of small-
pox. Her eyebrows and lashes and
much of her front hair were gone, and
the malady had affected her voice.
which was harsh and deep. Put be-

neath her unprepossessing exterior the
Woman displayed intelligence, fidelity
ant skill. The baby took to her, and as
the mother grew weaK tne nurse anu
child became inseparable. Grey paid

little attention to either. What thought
lie did r.ot give to his otlice was be
stowed cn his wife, who was slowly

a helpless invalid. He ap-

pealed to the ambassador and after
much red tape obtained a transfer from
Chinklang to Ids old post, Che Poo.

Mrs. Grey hoard the news with a lan
guid smile. So low was her vitality
that the prospect of exchanging dreary
and miasmatic Cliinkiang for sunny
and pictun'sipie (.'he Poo hardly stir
red her heart. Grey noticed her apa
thy, but said nothing. She had played
her part in his life's drama and now
was of but secondary Importance.
Wealth and power were to come to him
through the stalwart baby crowing in
the garden with the nurse. Within a
year or two, according to reports from
home, the present baronet would be no
more, and then a new career would be-

gin for both the baby and Ids father.
Preparations for the voyage to the

north were soon made. They sailed
down the mighty river to Shanghai and
waited in that metropolis for a coast
steamer to Clio Foo. One arrived, and
by some coincidence it proved to be the
same which had carried both Miss Tre-

velyan and thereafter Grey from
Poo to Shanghai. The master. Captain
Daniels, gave them a hearty welcome
and set aside for them the best cabin in
his stanch little boat

The northeast monsoon had just set
in, and the voyage up to.the Shaugtung
promontory was rough and depressing.
Mrs. Grey kept to her bed, while Givy
passed his time with the ollhvrs and
engineers. The baby and nurse had the
saloon to themselves, where the former
made merry from dawn until dark. As
they passed the promontory and en-

tered the Yellow sea the weather be-

gan to change, and the day on which
they reached Che I'oo saw a clear,
warm sky and a smooth sea.

Mrs. Grey was carried out upon the
deck and laid, carefully In a
long chair. Near her in another chair
was the nurse with the child. The ap-

proaching end of the Journey was af-

fecting all of the party. The sick wo-ma- n

had a hectie flush on her cheeks
which made her look quite beautiful.
The nurse was attired in rich blue silk.
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of the flies and

and
and
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ana in her hair were the Jeweled pins
In vogue among the women of Shaug-
tung. The baby was resplendent in
fine linen. Pre long they saw I he blue
hills and silver beach of their

Grey strolled to the party and
said:

"There Is my old home and hereafter.
I hope, ours." As he spoke the nurse
looked up at him a moment and then,
lowering her gaze, seemed
Of his presence. Hut in that lock there
was an expression which would have
chilled him lo the heart could he have
seen it.

The sailors came forward and took
down the railing where thn companion
ladder was to hang and also that near
the. hatch from which the cargo Is

hoisted. As they walked away l an-

other part of the ship the nurse arise
from the chair and with tin1 baby in
her arms strolled to a position near the
open rail. Then she turned and in a
voice which was strange to Mrs. Grey,
but familiar to Grey, said sharply:
"Ha! K wnu. do you remember Ni Hu.
your Chinese wife and your two sons,
as handsome as this? You sent them

NI 11 U Sl'UANO Tllltoroll THE Ol'liN ItMIi
INTO THK SUA.

away to marry this woman and become
rich by having this child. Your two
sons were killed by the gods witli

NI Hu was robbed and
thrown upon the street to die. She
wrote you for money, for help, but you
never answered. She had
but did not die. The gods wanted her
to live. I am NI Hu. My time lias
conic, and I go willingly to meet our
hoys."

Her last word was ringing in their
ears as Ah Tal. or NI I In. turned and
with the baby in her arms sprang
through the open rail into the sea. The
consul was about to spring forward
when Mrs. Grey with a scream which
died into a moaning gasp fell over on
the deck. When he picked her up he
saw that her heart had ceased to beut. i
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THE FIRST NATL BANK
(Successor to Stockmcns National Bank.)

CAPITAL . . . . . $5o.ooo.
SHAREHOLDERS LIABILITY . 5o.ooo.
SURPLUS 25.ooo.
UNDIVIDED PROFITS . . . 8.000.

OFFICERS.
L. T. Lest eh President. D. A. Pakk Cashier.
John Hutson Vick-Pues- . Thavis Shaw Ass't. Cas.

DIRECTORS.
L. T. Lester,

John Hutson, J. L. IIowem.,
J. N. Donoiioo, F. M. Lestku.

We invite you to open nil account with us. We friiiirnntee an lib-
eral iiccoiiiiiiodjit ions as are warranted by t he account and prudent
banking.
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HORSE SHOEING A SPECIALTY,
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Our Next on
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Call or

Geo. A. Brandon ) n . ...
ivnri.- -

or
W. Baird,

Canvon Citv, Texas,
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Ueuuiou You
advertise the Reunion by

useini specially
telling the tale. Also by putting a
Reunion dodger inside every

you These dodgers
will cost you the Envel-

opes, this office will print for
adding your business card, at fifty

per hundred. Call and get
the dodgers and us your or-

der the and do it
NOW.
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a of
Stomach and Liver Tab-

lets last after dinner
and want to say that I feel fifty
per cent better I for
weeks. The Tablets cer-

tainly a tine article for
J. J. of Fire-

stone &

The News, Mich.
These Tablets the

".ironiotea healthy ac-

tion of the and an
movement of the bow-

els. Price 5 For by
S. V. Wirt,

LttJiies Ironing Boards
will send their husbands to'

BlrKTOX-l.lNOQS- .;

LAND, LIVE STOCK AND
CANYON CITY PROPERTY.

00(l0000000ltl0!!i00
of acres of fine Grazing and

Agricultural at from to
$f an acre, owing to loca-
tion and improvements.

Notary Public, in
corner

of Square. Inquiry

W. MERRILL,
PRACTICAL TINNER

Manufacturer of

other Galvanized
Works.

OX KVELYX ST.

SLOVER MAY,

BLACKSMITHS.
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ing; Farming Implements,
wagons; buggies
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cents sale
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Thousands
$1

Abstracters
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Allegan,
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